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CHUONG VI

HOC THUAT GIATO
(Catholic scholarship)

Toi day t6i da trinh bay so lwgce nhirtng sy kién lich st khéng thé phan bac vé lich st gido
hoi GiaTo tr ngay dau cho téi ngay nay. T6i cling da chieng minh rang s& di Gido hoéi Gia To
La Ma c6 mét lich st den tdi nhw vay la vi ‘giao hoi da reo rdc mot niém tin sai lac, dwa vao
quy&n ndng cta Thanh Kinh, trong d6 cé rat nhiéu diéu sai lam, phi luan ly, phi dao dirc, cia
thdi ban khai, vao trong dau 6c cla cac tin do. Gido hoi da van dung téi da "hoc thuat Gia T6"
dé cho thé gi¢i quén di lich si den tdi, d@m mau cla Gido hdi, ddng thdi dwa vao dau oc tin dd
mot hinh anh trai nguwoc han véi hinh anh thyc sy cia Gido hoi. Hoc thuat Gia Té (Catholic
scholarship) bao gdm nhiing ly thuyét Than hoc mo hd d& bao vé dic tin Gia To, chd yéu
nham vao gidi tri thirc; nhitng sach lwoc tuyén truyén vé "nhitng céi hay" nhung sai tw thyc
cta Gido hoi dé thu hat va gitr tin dd; nhivng tin Iy vo can cvr cia Giao hoi dwa ra dé duy tri
quyén lyc tw phong clia gidi lanh dao Gia To. Ngoai ra, Gido hgi cting con ding moi "phong
Thanh" clng tao ra nhiing cai goi la "phép la" dé khai thac triét dé 1ong mé tin di doan cta dam
dong tin dé dau 6¢ vén yéu kém, mu mit. D& tai nay sé dwoc ban téi trong mot chuong rleng
biét. Hoc thuat Gia T6 thanh cdng vi Gido hdi da dao tao dwgc mét I&ép can bd truyen giao
trung kién (linh muc), kién thirc thuc sw khong co la bao, nhung rat hiru hiéu trong van dé uén
nan dau o6c giao dan ngay tlr lic so sinh vao mét niém tin mu quang, khong can biét, khong
can hiéu, va nhat 1a tuyét dbi theo Iénh cta Vatican, vi tin rang Gido hoang nam gilr chia khéa
mé& clra Thién duwdng. Gido hodi van tw nhan 1a mot Hoi Thanh "thanh thién”, va tin dé cling tin
nhw vay. Chiing ta c6 thay trén thé gian mot ton gido "khdng thanh thién" nao khac ma c6 mot
lich stv truyén dao mot cach tan ac, bat nhan déi véi nhan loai nhw 1a Gido hoi "thanh thién"
Gia T6 La Ma khdng? Mét luan cr Gido hdi thwong ding ngay nay dé bao chira cho céi lich st
den t6i cGia Gido hdi va lac dan dw luan thé gidi 1a: "DP6 1a nhitng chuyén lich st xa xwa, nhac
lai lam chi. Ngay nay Gi4o hdi da van minh, khéng con nhitng cuéc Thanh Chién, da bai bo
nhirng toa hinh an xt di gido, dau c6 lam gi xau ac. Trai lai Giao hoi da tham gia vao bao nhiéu
viéc thién trén thé gidi, tranh d4u cho nhan quyén, dan chad v...v.." Téi ddng y & gido hoi ngay
nay khéng con giét ngudi nhw trong cac cudc Thanh chién va cac tda hinh an xi di giao.
Nhuwng céi tinh thAn Thanh chién va toa hinh an van khong thay dbi bao nhiéu, trong chinh
giao hoi me, va trong nhiing giao héi con voi sw dong y cla gido hoi me. Thuc ra thi qua bao
thé ky nhan loai da van minh hdéa GiaT6 giao nén giao hdi khéng con quyén lyc va kha nang
dé giét nguoi bira bai nhw trwde niva. Nhung nhikng viéc lam cua giao hdi cho téi ngay nay van
khéng sang sta chat nao, van truc tiép hay gian tiép dinh liu vao nhirng chinh sach doc tai voi
tinh than Thanh chién va Toa hinh an x di gido ca nhirng ché do doc tai, phat xit & cac noi
trén thé gi¢i nhw & Nam My, Croatia, Nam Viét Nam, Tay Ban Nha, Mé Tay Co, buc, Y v..v...
Nhitng vy dinh liu nay cang ngay cang duoc phoi bay ra anh sang. Chung ta hay doc vai sw
kién trong lich str thé gidi can dai (Joseph L. Daleiden, Ibid., trg. 61-62): "Cé gang dap t&t moi
s chong dm CcAc gido hoang va céai diéu 4m anh ho vé s duy tri quyén théng tri cta giao hoi
GiaT6 van tiép tuc qua cac thdi dai. Tuy nhién, trong thé ky nay, n6 co6 tinh chét cia mot hanh
dong bao toan lyc lwgng ma giao hdi ding dé bao vé cai quyén lwc dang suy gidm cta minh
bang cach lién minh v&i bat c ai ma c6 loi. Sy hop tac cha cac giao hoang véi nhiing chinh

quyén phat xit & Au Chau va Nam My cho thay nhirng bién phap cwc doan 6 nhuc ma cac giao
hnann diina @3 han tAn dia vi ~fia ha Gidn hAi chAna cliAde chidn daNn nianh dAe 1An fia MA
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Tay Co va tuyét thdng cac lanh tu cta ho. Sau d6 gido hoi chdng lai sy thanh 1ap hé théng
coéng hoa lién bang va phan ddi manh mé nguyén tac tw do tin ngwdng trong hién phap Mé
Tay Co. Nam 1930 chinh quyén hop hién & A Can Dinh bj lat dé va mot ché do doc tai phat xit
duoc thiét 1ap véi tinh trang thiét quan luat. Vi ché dd méi tuyén bd trung thanh véi GiaTd
gi4o, ho duoc gido hoi ting hé mau chéng. Nam 1936 gido hoang néng nhiét lién minh véi nha
doc tai phat xit Francisco Franco & Tay Ba Nha trong ndé lwc dep quan phién loan Tay Ban
Nha. Franco thuwéng lai bang cach thiét lap giao hoi GiaTé lam qudc gido (Quyén loi nay bi bai
bd khi nha doc tai Franco chét va mét hién phap dan chd dwoc chap thuan nam 1978.) Tuy
nhién, sy lién minh véi Franco chi la mét chuyén ngoai 1& qua vai trd ma gido hdi sé dong trong
sy khéi gidy va cing cb quyén lwc cha Hitler va Mussolini, mot vai trd ma cac gido hoang muén
chang ta déu quén di. Giao hoang Pius XI ky mét théa wéc va hiép dinh Lateran véi Mussolini
nam 1929, va goi Mussolini 1a "nguwdi Thwong Dé gl xudng”. Bén nam sau, dai st cla gido
hoang la Pacelli, sau tr& thanh giao hoang Pius XII, thic giuc dang GiaT6 bo phiéu cho Hitler
trong cudc bau cr sau cung, trwdc khi dang quoc X lén cam quyén. Péi véi gido hoang thi bat
c nhirng sy tan bao nao ctia mdt chinh quyén déi véi nhan loai ciing khéng thanh van dé
chirng nao ma chinh quyén d6 da khén ngoan dé cho gido hoang gitv duwoc quyén lwc. Khi
Ante Pavelich dwng Ién mdt qudc gia GiaTd Croatia va giét hai trén 600.000 nguoi, hau hét 1a
nhitng nguoi thudc Chinh Théng gido chéng ddi sy thdng tri cha Pavelich thi Gido hoi GiaTé
gitr yén lang." (The effort to stamp out any opposition to the popes and their obsession with
maintaining the rule of the Catholic Church has continued down through the ages. In this
century, however, it has been more of a rear guard action, with the Church seeking to protect
its dwindling authority by making alliances with whoever would serve its interests. The
collaboration of the popes with fascist governments in Europe and South America shows the
shameful extremes the popes have been willing to go to, to preserve their position. The Church
opposed the Mexican war of independence and excommunicated its leaders. Later the Church
fought the establishment of the federal republic system and vigorously protested the inclusion
of the principle of religious freedom in the Mexican constitution. In 1930 the constitutional
government was toppled in Argentina and a fascist dictatorship established, complete with
martial law. Since the new regime proclaimed its allegiance to Catholicism, it was quickly
supported by the Church. In 1936 the pope was eager to ally himself with Spain's fascist
dictator Francisco Franco in his effort to squash the Spanish rebellion. As its reward the
Catholic Church was established as the state religion. (With the approval of a democratic
constitution in 1978 after the dictator's death the Church lost this privilege.) The Franco deal,
however, was merely an aside to the role the Church would play in the rise of consolidation of
power of Hitler and Mussolini, a role the popes would like us all to forget. Pope Pius Xl sighed a
concordat and the Lateran Treaty with Mussolini in 1929, and called him "the man sent by
Providence." Four years later, Papal Nuncio Monsignor Pacelli, who was soon to become Pius
XIl, urged the Catholic Party to vote for Hitler in the last German election prior to the Nazi
takeover. It made no difference what atrocities a government committed against humankind as
long as it was shrewd enough to let the pope retain his titular authority. When Ante Palevich set
up the Catholic state of Croatia and slaughtered 600,000 persons, primarily those belonging to
the Orthodox Church who opposed his rule, the Catholic Church was mute.) Khdng nhirng Giao
hdi Gia T6 yén lang trwéc hanh déng tan bao giét nguwdi nhw trén ctia mdt chinh quyén Gia T6
déi v&i nhitng ngudi khac tin ngudng, ma gan day, thang 10, 1998, Gido hoang John Paul I
con ton vinh, stra soan phong Thanh cho Hong Y Aloysius Stepinac, ngwoi cé lién hé mat thiét
voi chinh quyén Gia To ddc tai & Croatia trong ky D& Nhj Thé Chién. Ly do tdn vinh? Ong
HAéng Y nay da tirng cong tac chat ché véi phat xit Blrc dé chéng Céng san. Sy tén vinh dwom
mau sac chinh tri nay, cing nhw cudc viéng tham Croatia trwéc day cua John Paul ll, chirng té
Toa Thanh ding han vé phe Gia Té Giao trong cudc ndi chién dang tiép dién & Bosnia, da
khién cho bao chi thé gioi Ién tiéng phé binh , chi trich. Trong bao Chicago Tribune ngay 17
thang 10, 1998, dudi dau dé Linh chlen khong phai la Thanh (Soldier, not Saint), Jim Mantice
viét nhuw sau: "T6i bao d&m véi quy vi rang c6 nhiéu bang chirng vé sw hop tac chat ché gitra
Stepinac va Bic Qudc x&, thi du nhuw: - Do sy bd nhiém clia Gido hoang Pius X, Stepinac la
Tuyén 0y danh dy cia doan quan Ustache, doan quan nay dwoc dat dudi quyén chi huy cua
DPlc qubc xa . - Stepinac dwoc ban huan chwong Pai Thanh Gia va Sao, mot mé day cla
Ustache ma dng thuwéng hanh dién deo trong nhivng cudc tu hop ctia Birc quéc xa. - Hang tram
linh muc dong Francis, ndm trong quy&n han va xét x& cta Stepinac, |& nhan vién cao cap
trong nhiéu trai tap trung & Croatia." (I assure you that much more telling evidence tying




Stepinac to the Nazis. For example: - By appointment of Pope Pius XIl, Stepinac served as
honorary chaplain of the Ustache army, which was under Nazi command. - Stepinac was
awarded the Grand Cross and Star, a Ustashe medal he proudly displayed at Nazi rallies. -
Hundreds of Franciscan priests, under Stepinac's juridiction, staffed many of Croatia's
concentration camps.) Twéng ching ta cling nén biét, Ustasha la mot td chirc khiing bd do moét
sb trong hang gido phadm Gia Té & Croatia cAm dau, gém c6 ca Hong Y, Giam muc, Linh muc.
T chirc nay da tan sat hon 600.000 dan Serb (theo Chinh Théng Gi4o), dan Do Thai va
Gypsies, va Vatican c6 lien hé mat thiét véi td chirc nay. (Chicago Tribune, July 23, 1997,
Associated Press: "Ustashas who controlled Croatia during the war exterminated hundreds of
thousands of Serbs, Jews and Gypsies and historians have denounced the Vatican for
maintaining ties to the regime led by Ante Palevich). M6t nhan vat c6 "thanh tich" nhw vay ma
duoc ton vinh dé stra soan phong Thanh thi chuyén phong 117 Thanh & Viét Nam ciing chang
lay chi lam la. Quy doc gid nao mudn biét thém vé nhan vat Stepinac xin doc cudn Lo Thiéu
Séng Cua Vatican (The Vatican's Holocaust) cua Avro Manhattan, trong dé co hinh anh
Stepinac, khi d6 con la Tdng Giam Muc, ngdi canh nhing l&nh tu Bic qudc x&, cung hinh anh
linh muc cat c6 dan Serb, hodc don mét dam déng dan Serb vao trong giao duong clia ho roi
thiéu song tap thé... Sau day, tdi xin trich dan thém mat tai liéu, noi vé vai tro cta gido hdi trong
lich s Viét Nam can dai (Daleiden, Ibid., trg. 62): "Spelllman I& ngudi chi chét clia gido hoang
lam cho My tham chién sau dam & Viét Nam. Theo mét bic thw chinh thirc clia Vatican, gido
hoang "dung Spellman dé& khuyén khich My tham chién & Viét Nam." Moi vién tro nhan dao cho
mién Nam déu di qua cac co s& cua giao hdi Gia Td va chi c6 nhitng ngudi Gia T6 la dwoc
Diém bd nhiém vao trong chinh phad. Tuy rdng nhitng chinh sach nhw vay dwa dén viéc cai dao
hang loat, sé tin dd Gia Td chi chiém vao khodng tir 12 t&i 13 phan trdm cta dan sé mién Nam.
Khong la ling gi ma khoi da s6 Phat Giao bét binh dua dén viéc cong khai chéng dbi chinh
sach cua Diém. Tinh trang ngay cang suy kém, Diém da dung dén bién phap bét gik hang loat,
dan ap Phat t», dong ctra chua chién va tu vién. Qua kinh nghiém quéa khir, Gido hoi chac han
da biét rdng sw dan ap chi lam cho Iy twdng manh hon. Trwdc sy quan sat kinh hoang cda thé
gidi, gi¢i Phat tir da phai dung téi hanh déng chéng déi tiéu cuc rét rdo va nhiéu tang si da tw
thiéu. Trong nhitng khodng thdi gian dang so do, tdi, mdt tin dé GiaTé, khéng nhé cé mot 1oi
chi trich chinh sach cia Diém tr mét linh muc hay giam muc GiaTé nao. Tuy nhién, sw viéc da
lén qua murc ddi véi Tdng Théng John Kennedy, éng ta théi khéng Gng ho Diém niva. it 1au sau
do6 Diém bj hanh quyét trong mdt cudc lat dé chinh quyén. Qua cai dién tién kinh khing nay vai
tro cla giao hdi da theo dang cai tién trinh lich sir nho nhép cla gido hoi." (Spellman was the
papal point man to lead America into deeper involvement in Vietnam. According to a Vatican
official letter, the pope "turned to Spellman to encourage American commitment to Vietnam." All
US relief to the South was funneled through the Catholic Church's agencies and only Catholics
were appointed to government positions by Diem. Although these policies resulted in a wave of
conversions, Catholics still made up only about 12 to 13 percent of the South Viethamese
population. Not surprisingly, the resentment among the Buddhist majority soon resulted in their
open resistance to Diem's policies. As the situation deteriorated, Diem resorted to mass arrests
and suppression of the Buddhists, closing shrines and monateries. As the Church should have
known from its own early experience, persecution can only strengthen a cause. As a horrified
world watched, the Buddhists resorted to the ultimate act of passive resistance and several
monks set themselves ablaze. During these terrible times, when |, too, was a Catholic, | don't
recall one word of criticism of Diem's policies from a Catholic priest or bishop. However, it finally
became too much for President John Kennedy, who withdrew US support for Diem. Diem was
soon executed in a coup. Throughout this dreadful ordeal the role of the Church followed true
to the course of its sordid history.) Qua nhirng tai liéu lich st so Ivgc ké trén, c6 thé nao chang
ta tin dwoc I&i tuyén truyen cua Giao héi vé hinh anh "Thanh thién" ctia Giao héi hay khong?
Lich str d& chirng minh réng, nhitng diéu ma Giao hoi tuyén truyén |1a xuét phat tr Ki T6 Gido
nhw nén van minh Tay phwong, y niém vé tw do, nhan quyén v..v.. lai chinh 1a nhitng diéu ma
gido hoi chéng dbi va giat gidi quan quan vé vi pham. Sau day tdi xin di vao chi tiét cta vai
diém tw nhan cta Giao hoi va chirng minh rang nhitng diém tw nhan nay chi la nhirng 1&i tuyén
truyén hoan toan sai véi sw thue cia gido hoi trong sach lwoc Iira dbi gido dan. 6.1. Gido hdi
va nén van minh Au My. Giao hoang va giao hoi luén luén nhap nhang lay cai nén van minh Au
My Iam nén v&n minh KiT6. Gido hoang John Paul Il phat biéu 1a "Mét nén van minh xtng dang
véi con ngudi phai 1a nén van minh KiT6." Hong Y Spellman khi sang Viét Nam Gy lao binh st
My ciing khéng dinh ho "dang chién d4u dé& bao vé nén van minh KiTé Tay phwong." Ching ta
da thav nhirna chinh sach dét sach v& cta GiaTé aido. chinh sach tiéu diét cAc nén van héa
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dia phuong giét nguo’l ngoai dao, bach hai dan Do Thai, va dan ap cac khoa hoc g|a vi nhung
kham pha ctia ho ngwoc véi Thanh Kinh v..v.. Vay nén van minh KiTé la nén van minh nao, cé
phai 1& nén van minh hién thoi khéng? Co6 bao nhiéu khoa hoc gia, tw twéng gia, triét gia tuyét
déi tin vao KiTo gido da dong gop cho nén van minh hién dai va déng gép nhirng gi? Hay la
nén van minh hién dai bat ngudn tir Galilei réi phat trién qua nhitng khoa hoc gia, tw twéng gia
ma gi4o hoi da khéng con quyén hanh dé thiéu sdng hay bat giam nira. Ching ta ciing da biét,
khi Gido hoi Gia T6 La Ma nam quyén théng tri & Au Chau thi da kéo blirc man "man rg va den
tdi tri thiee" pha 1én Au Chau trong 10 thé ky. Sau thdi dai hdc &m nay, ching ta thy xuét hién
& Au Chau nhiing thdi dai Phuc sinh (Renaissance), thdi dai Khai sang (the age of
Enlightenment), thoi dai ly tri (the age of reason), thdi dai cach mang khoa hoc (the age of
scientific revolution), thoi dai phan tich (the age of analysis), thoi dai ky nghé (the industrial
age) v...v... Tat ca nhitng théi dai nay lap thanh nén van minh hién nay cta Tay phwong, va
lich str d& chirng minh rang, Gido hoi Gia T6 da hét sirc ngan chan sw phét trién tri thirc cia
nhan loai nay nhung da hoan toan that bai. Cac dai tw twdng gia Tay phwong nhu Voltaire,
Montesquieu, Rousseau, Victor Hugo, Thomas Paine v...v.. la nhirng ngu&i di tién phong trong
van dé cai cach xa hoi, dé xuwdng quyén tw do va nhan quyén ctia con ngudi. TAc phdm cda ho
déu bi Gido hoi giam chat trong cai goi 1a "danh sach nhirng tac pham camtin dé doc" (Index of
banned books). Nhitng khoa hoc gia tién phong cua cudc cach mang khoa hoc nhw
Copernicus, Kepler, Bruno, Galileo v...v... déu bi Gido héi diing "bao quyén thang s that" giam
cam hoéc thiéu sbng. Vay, cé thé tin dwoc chang, nén van minh Tay phwong la nén van minh
Ki T6? CO6 |& ching ta nén duyét qua vai tai liéu lich s d& thay thuc chat cia Gia Té La Ma
Giao trong nén van minh Tay phuong nhw thé nao. Trwdc hét, ching ta can biét 1a nén van
minh Au My dwoc xay dyng trén nhiing tw twéng khai phong vé nhing quyén tw do can ban
cua con ngudi nhw ty do tin ngudng, tw do suy tw v..v.., nhitng quyén ma giao héi luén ludn
chéng dbi, va nhitng thanh qua khoa hoc véi két qua Iam tang muc sbéng thoai mai cta con
ngudi. Gido hodi da gép duoc nhitng phan nao trong s tién bd clia con ngudi qua cac thoi
dai? Hang gido pham Gia T6, v&i nhiém vy chan dat tin d6, da lam nhitng gi dé mé mang dau
6c cla nhitng tin & ngoai mot sé tac pham vé Than hoc ma muc dich chi dé& bdo vé cac tin ly
gido hoi dua ra, gitr tin dd trong vong mé tin, ngu mudi. Piéu nay ching ta co thé thay ré khi
khao sat vé thyc chat dao tao nhitng can bd 1anh dao Gia T6 Gido, cac linh muc, giam muc,
cta Giao hoi Gia To, va tir d6 suy ra sy déng gop cla ho trong nén van minh Au My. Linh Muc
Joseph McCabe md ta vé sy dao tao linh muc vao khoang dau thé ky 20 trong cudn Sy Thuc
vé Gido Hoi Gia Td (The Truth About The Catholic Church, trang 89-90) nhw sau: "C4c linh
muc dugc tuyén m khi con rat tré tudi, va thuong dugce tuyén trong gidi it hoc. Trong moi
quéc gia, hién nay giao hoi gap kho khan trong viéc tuyén md nhirng ngwoi xrng dang, va do
do6 phai ha thap nhiéu tiéu chuan vé kha nang. Nhw la mét quy luat, dwgc chon vao lam nghé
linh muc la nhirng thanh nién tré, i véi ho viéc tAn phong linh muc cé nghia la dwoc thang 1én
médt dia vi va uy tin ma véi nhitng kha nang cta ho, ho khong thé dat dwoc & ngoai ddi. Piéu
nay dat cai ganh ndng dao tao ho hau nhw hoan toan vao trong tay gido hoi, va s& hoc cta ho
thuwong rat nghéo nan. R4t it linh muc doc dwoc nhitng tdc pham cla nhitng tac gia viét bang
tiéng La Tinh (trlr Ceasar), hay la hiéu Horace, Tacitus, hay Juvenal. V& tiéng Hi Lap, nhu la
mdt quy luat, ho chi cé mét kién thirc so ddng ma ho thudng quén ngay. Vé khoa hoc, lich s,
va triét ly, theo cai nghia hién dai, nhw 1a mot quy luat, ho khéng cé6 mét kién thirc ndo. Khoa
hoc dwoc day trong mét sé rat it cac trwong huan luyén Linh muc va ciing chi & trinh do so
dang va trong mdt thoi gian ngén. S& hoc dwoc trinh bay trong vai bai vé lich st Ca T, do cac
tac gid Ca To viét. V& khoa hoc va sir hoc, t6i khdng duoc hoc mdt bai nao trong sudt thoi gian
dao tao, va, nhw tdi da ndi, cai "triét hoc" ma toi hoc dwoc chi lién hé dén triét hoc hién dai mot
cach it 6i nhw la sw lién hé cha khoa chiém tinh hoc véi thién van hoc. Cai nén gido duc ma
gido hoi ban cho t6i da dwoc chirng té rd rang khi téi "tré lai doi". T6i khong thé kiém dwoc mot
chan day hoc véi déng lwong 10 dd la mot tudn. Ong Forbes, ban tdi, sau khi khao sat kién
thirc cla toi, rat tiéc ma béo tdi rang, s& hoc cla t6i that 1a vé dung. 3 Linh muc ddng nghiép
cla toi lang |18 bd giao hoi ra kiém sdng & ngoai doi. Ca 3 déu that bai va phai quay tré lai gido
hdi. Gido hoi chdc chan la c6 nhiéu linh muc nhw vay." (Recruits are now sought at a very early
age, and usually from the less educated class...The Church now, in all countries, has a
difficulty in securing the proper type of recruits, and the theoretical qualifications have to be
considerably lowered. As a rule, the priesthood is recruited by the adoption of young boys to
whom ordination means promotion to a position and prestige which their personal merits would
not otherW|se obtaln for them Th|s casts the burden of thelr tralnlng almost entlrely upon the
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Church, and their education Is generally very poor. Very tew priests could read any Latin
author (except Ceasar) at sight, or make much sense of Horace, Tacitus, or Juvenal. Of Greek
they have, as a rule, received only an elementary knowledge, which they soon forget. Of
science, history, and philosophy, in the modern sense, they, as a rule, know nothing. Science is
taught in very few training-colleges for the clergy, and then only in the most elementary form
and for a very short time. History is represented only by a few lessons, from Catholic writers, on
Church history... In science and history | did not receive one single lesson in the whole course
of my training; and, as | said, my "philosophy" had as little relation to modern philosophy as
astrology has to astronomy. The value of the education given to me in the Church was made
plain the moment | returned to "the world"...I could not get a position as a teacher at ten dollars
a week. My friend Mr. Forbes, regretfully told me, after a short examination, that my "education”
was quite useless...Three of my colleagues secretly left the Church and tried to earn their
living. Each failed, and had to return..The Church must have a high proportion of such men.)
Linh Muc James Kavanaugh, trong cudn M6t Linh Muc Hién Dai Nhan Xét vé Gido Hoi Li Thoi
Cua Ong (A Modern Priest Looks at His Outdated Church", trg. 20-21), c6 ké vé sy huan luyén
cac linh muc nhw sau: "Sau Trung hoc t6i theo hoc 4 nam cho dén khi téi dwoc nhan la cé du
kha n&ng lam Linh muc. Trong hoc trinh cta t6i, rat hiém khi ban dén nhitng nghi van hay
quan niém ma thwdng |a hodc trdng hodc den. Thi du nhw, trong mdn triét hoc, ching téi hoc
qua Berkeley, Hume, va Kant chi trong vong 1 tuan I&..Chang t6i phai hoc thudc long tivng méi
dé luan va dinh nghia va ching minh rang "ly tri* chi c6 thé ddn mét nguoi lwong thién dén
niém tin. Chang téi 1a nhi'ng nguwdi chan that duy nhét vi chiing téi da bénh vc bang "ly tri" tat
ca nhitng gido ly v& dao dirc cta gido hoi. Gido hoi Gia Td chéng ly di va kiém soéat sinh dé,
chéng ty do ngén luan va ty do tw twdng, chdng su gidi thoat con nguoi khdi nhirng con dau
don, chéng ngoai tinh, tat ca déu la nhitng két luan hién nhién cta mét "ly tri" khéng bi che mo
b&i ham muén va ldng kiéu hanh. Sy hién hiru ciia hang triéu ngudi "khdng co ly tri" c6 vé nhw
la khdng quan trong déi véi gido hoi... D6 la mét nén gido duc khdng cé sw ddng tinh, mot sw
huan luyén khéng c6 sy gitp d&. Tdi nghe nhitng gi ho mudn tdi nghe, va néi nhitng gi ban
giam dé¢c mong muén tdi ndi nhw vay. Nguwdi nao chdng déi thi bj gat ra ngoai. Chi c6 nhitng
ngudi phuc tung luat 18, hay nhitng k& ngay tho, tiéu cuc mai ton tai. Sang kién khong duoc
khuyén khich trir phi di theo dwong 16i da dwoc chip nhan. "Ta dao" la danh tlr d& cham dut
moi luan ct, va "Gido hoi day rang" 1a nghi trinh nhd hep ctia moi tranh luan. Téi khéng dwoc
gido duc ma dwoc nan thanh. Téi khong dwoc khuyén khich suy nghi ma chi duoc huén luyén
dé bénh vuc gido hoi. Nguwoi ta khdng mudn tdi suy tw ma chi mudn téi hoc thudc long. Chia
oi! Toi da tré thanh cai gi? Nguoi doi hdi tdi dan dat con chién véi sw yéu kém cla xac thit toi,
phuc vu nhitng ngwdi dang vat 16n véi toi 16i, va tdi da tré nén mot ngwdi cleing ran va thoai mai
trong sw phuc vu chinh minh. Téi khdng phai 1a "méot dang Ki Td khac", (Giao ly Gia T6 nhét
vao dau nhirng tin d6 c6 dau ma khong co dc cai glao ly gido hoi bia ra d& nguw tri trén dam tin
dd la: "Cha cling nhv Chua™. Chéng thé ma gan day & trong nudrc, trwdc nhibng loi than phién
cua giao dan ve sy bé bdi cha cac Cha thi c6 6ng Giam muc rén rang: "Cac con dirng c6 noi
hanh cac Cha ma mac tdi véi Chaa." (xin doc blre thw ngd ctia LM Nguyén Hiru Trong givi Gido
Hoang va Hong Y Phan Binh Tung, dang trong cuén Tai Sao Khéng Theo Pao Chia, Tap 2;
TCN)) va tdi cting khdng han la mét con nguwdi. Toi chi 1a mot to nhan, mdt mau muc dwoc tdng
hop, mot ké bénh ve cho mot qua khir mét mdi. Chuia oi! Néu téi sé tré thanh mot linh muc thi
trwdc hét hay dé cho toi lam mot con ngudi da. Pung bat tdi phai trén dang sau cai cod 4o thay
tu, chirc twdc, cai bé ngoai gid ddi cha téi. Pirng bat tdi phai dwa ra nhitng cau tra 16 ma chinh
t6i khéng con tin, hodc bét téi phai ddc ndn gido dan thanh nhirng nguoi khéng c6 nhan tinh
va nhitng ngudi dan don chi biét tudn phuc. Hay dé cho ho biét dén nhitng nghi van do chinh
miéng t6i néi ra, va hdy dé& cho ho néi ra nhirng nghi van cta ho mét cach that tha. Ping dé
cho téi tréi budc ho vao gido luat va dia nguc, hodc 1am ho so hai véi nhitng cau chuyén vé cai
chét bat ngo..." (I studied four years after college until | was declared ready to be a priest. My
studies spoke seldom of doubts or opinions and most frequently of blacks and whites.. In

philosophy, for example, we could handle Berkeley, Hume, and Kant in a single week... We
memorized each thesis and definition and proved that "reason" could only lead an honest man
to faith. We were the only honest men as we defended by "reason" all the moral teachings of
the Church. Catholic opposition to divorce and birth control, to freedom of speech and thought,
to mercy killing and adultery were all the obvious conclusions of a "reason" unclouded by
passion and pride. It did not seem important that there were millions of "unreasonable" men...It
was an education without sympathy, a training without recourse. | heard what | was supposed to
hear, and said what the administration expected me to say. Rebels were weeded out. Only the




strong and legal-minded, or the naive and passive, could last. Creativity was discouraged
unless it pursued the accepted patterns wich cautious minds approved. "heresy" was a word
which ended every argument, and "the Church teaches" was the narrow outline of every
debate. | was not educated, | was formed. | was not encouraged to think, but trained to defend.
| was not asked to reflect, but to memorize. ...My God! What have | become? You asked me to
minister with the weakness of my flesh, to serve the struggling sinner, and | have grown rigid
and comfortable in the service of myself. | am not "another Christ," | am not even a man, | am
only a prisoner, a synthetic paragon, a defender of the tired past. O God! If | am to be a priest,
first lat me be a man. Do not let me hide behind my collar, my titles, my false front. Do not make
me give answers | do not believe, nor mold men into impersonal and uncomplaining dolts. Let
them know my doubts from my own lips, and let them tell me honestly of theirs. Let me not bind
them with law and hell, nor frigten them with tales of unexpected death...) Linh Muc Emmett
McLoughlin mé t& thyc chéat gido duc Gia Td trong viéc dao tao Linh muc nhw sau, trong cudn
Vén Hoéa My va cac Truong Hoc Gia T6 (American Culture and Catholic Schools, trg. 36 -37):
"Toi khdng duoc hoc dé suy nghi. T& nhitng nam cua thoi tho 4u qua thoi ky thiéu nién boi roi
(trong nha Dong) cho dén khi thanh ngudi lIén, dau 6c t6i bi dic trong mdt md thire tri thirc
cling nhw la dwoc dic trong bé téng. Sy tiép can khoa hoc cla tdi trong 21 ndm & mét cua vé
vat ly so dang. Trong 12 nam, t6i chang hoc dwoc gi vé van hoc néi tiéng ctia hoan cau.
Nhi¥ng &nh sang tri thiec ndy dwoc giam chat trong Danh Sach Nhitng Cudn Sach Cam Boc
cta Gido hdi. N6i ngan gon - tdi khong dwoc gido duc - t6i chi bj tAy ndo. Toi da dat dén trinh
dd khd cirng cda sy hiéu biét tri thirc xoang xinh. Téi da tré nén modt nguwdi may, mot linh muc
v&i nhirng 18 nghi thiéng liéng khong rd rang, vé nghia & sy hiéu qua cla ching cling nhw 1a
nhitng bai ca cta cac thdy Phap Haiti. T6i & mot ky thuat vién cha gido hoi dwoc huan luyén
dé dac nan nhitng bo 6c tré, dé ubn nan... " (1 did not learn to think. As the years of childhood
slipped through a frustrated adolescence (in the seminary) into the days that were supposed to
be those of manhood, my mind was molded in an intellectual pattern as effectively as though it
had been cast in concrete. The closest approach to science that | experienced in those 21
years was that a non-laboratory course in elemental physics...Of the world's really great
literature, in 12 years | learned practically nothing. Its greatest lights were locked in the prison
of the Index of Forbidden Books. In short, | was not educated. | was merelyendoctrinated. | had
achieved the level of the rigor mortis of intellectual mediocrity. | had become an automaton, a
priest of sacred, half known rites as meaningless in the efficacy as the chants of a Puerto Rican
woodoo priest. | was an ecclesiastical technician trained to mold other young, pliable minds...)
Kién thirc clia cac gidm muc, linh muc ciing dwoc Linh Muc Trwong Ba Can nhan dinh nhw sau
trong cudn Nguyén Trwéng To: Con Nguwoi Va Di Thao: "Vé Tay hoc, thi 6ng (Nguyén Truong
To) qua cé duwoc cac linh muc thira sai va, dac biét, Giam muc Gauthier day cho tiéng Phap va
truyén dat mot s kién thirc khoa hoc, chi c6 thé Ia, rat phd thong...vi cac thiva sai thudc Hoi
Truyén Giao Nwéc Ngoai (MEP) tuyét dai bo phan chi hoc xong chuwong trinh phd théng, roi
vao cac dai chung vién hoc lam linh muc de g&i dén cac nuéc truyen dao". T nhirng tai liéu
trén, viét b&i cac linh muc, ching ta thay rang, muc dich dao tao cac linh muc 1a bién ho thanh
nhitng céi loa phéng thanh ctia Toa Thanh Vatican, ch& khéng phai d& mé mang dau 6c con
ngudi, ma trai lai dé tdy néo, go bé dau 6c¢ con ngudi theo mét chidéu hwéng nhét dinh va do
do, nhirng linh muc sau khi tét nghiép ciing giéng nhw nhitng con ngwa bi che mét, chi biét di
theo mot huwdng nhat dinh. Cai huwdng nhat dinh nay la dung moi thd doan dé thu nhét tin do,
Vo' Vét clia cai thé gian, va bao vé nhitng tin ly cla Gia Td Giao qua nhirng luan c& Than hoc
map md, ngoai kha nang phan doan cuta da sé tin dé it hocw. V&i phwong céach gido duc nhw
vay, cac linh muc khé co thé roi b gido héi vi kién thirc clia ho khong thé dung dugc & ngoai
doi. Bia vi, uy tin, va doi sbéng thoai mai vé vat chat trong su kinh trong, quy luy cta giao dan
ciing la nhitng yéu té6 quan trong dé& ngan linh muc bd gido hdi. Phwong cach huan luyén va

nam gil linh muc nhw trén da tao ra mdt mau ngudi nd 1é gido diéu, gido hoang va toa Thanh
mot cach hét si'c mi quang. Va chinh giéi linh muc nay da gép phan khong nho trong viéc udn
nan dau dc tin d6 theo chi trwong cla gido hdi, du trong tham tam cé thé cé nhiéu vi khéng tin
ngay ca nhirng diéu minh rao truyén cho dam tin dé kém hiéu biét. Tuy nhién, khéng phai tat
ca nhirng linh muc dwoc dao tao nhw trén déu cam tam tw nguyén lam né 1& cho Toéa Thanh
subt doi. Nhiéu vi, qua sw hoc hdi ca nhan, vuot ra ngoai khudn phép "Gido hoi day rang", da
thy rd thwc chat cta tén gido va Gido hoi ciia minh, va da diing cam thoat ra khdi cai ma Tién
si Barnado goi 1a Bong Téi Day D&c clia Y Thirc Hé La Ma (The Thick Darkness of Romanism),
va cho ra nhirng tdc phdm soi sang sy that cho nhan loai. Chinh ho la nhitng ngudi biét rd ban
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ClridL Ccuad sido 1101 va Ui Cridi cua rnuwriyg giao aieu, ur 1y uorg usia 10 oldo Ld ivia 11oT11 dl 1el,
va nho nhitng tdc phdm nghién clru nghiém tdc, céng véi nhiing suy tw tri thiee cia ho, ma
ngay nay ching ta c6 thé biét rd sw thuc v& moi khia canh ctia dao Gia Té. Nhitng tac pham
cta Tdng Gidm Muc Peter de Rosa, ctia Giam Muc John Shelby Spong, ctia cac Linh muc Jean
Mesnier, Joseph McCabe, Emmett McLoughlin, James Kavanaugh, Andrew M. Greeley, David
Rice, Leonardo Boff, Ernie Bringas, Georges Las Vergnas Charles Davis v...v... cling di dé
cho chiing ta biét kha twdng tan vé dao Gia T, khoan ké dén nhirng tac phdm nghién clru cia
cac nha Than hoc Hans Kung, Edwards Schillebeeckx v...v..., va cta hang tram hoc gia, gido
sw dai hoc, chuyén gia nghién clvu vé ton gido. Ba danh rang, trong hang giao pham Gia To
cting c6 nhirng vi dong gop cho nén van minh Au My qua nhitng cong cudc khao ctru vé khoa
hoc va xa hdi nhung s6 nay qua that hiém hoi, va Gido hoi da hodc khai trir ho, hoac thiéu
séng ho (Bruno), vi nhixng dong gop cua ho khdng phu hop véi nhitng giao diéu Gia T, cho
nén phai n6i rang, nén van minh Au My khéng phai la nén van minh Ki Té nhw Gido hoi thudng
nhap nhang tw nhan. Vai tai liéu sau day sé chirng té diéu trén. Trudc hét, ching ta hay tim
hiéu vé& cudc cach mang khoa hoc & Au chau, kh&i diém cud nén van minh Au My hién dai.
Cudc cach mang khoa-hoc & Tay phuwong phat khéi tlr thé ky thir 16, phat trién manh trong thé
ky thtr 17, m& dau bang nhirng cong trinh khdo ctu va tw twdng cha NicolausCopernicus
(1473-1543), Giordano Bruno (1548-1600), Galileo Galilei (1564-1642), Johannes Kepler
(1571-1630) v...v...Ngwoi ta goi dé la 1 cudgc cach mang khoa hoc, béi vi nhd d6 ma Tay
phuong thoét ra khéi canh tam tdi da kéo dai gan 1000 nam, t& ndm 476 t&i nam 1473. Thoi
gian nay thwong duoc goi la thoi Trung C6 va ciing con duoc goi la thoi ky den téi hay thoi ky
h&c am (Dark Ages). Chinh trong khoang thoi gian nay, Tay phuong da bj thdng tri b&i mét y
thirc hé ton giao ddc ton. Nhung giao dleu tin ly ctia Gia T6 La Ma Giao cong Voi quyen hanh
cta hang gido phdm Gia T6 & dia vi ndm quyén, hay lién két véi nhitng chinh quyén dwong
thdi, d4 ngdn chan sw phat trién khoa hoc va ty do tw twdng cha con nguwdi. Moi kham pha
khoa hoc, moi tw twéng trai ngwoc véi Thanh Kinh déu bj 1én an 1a 'ta dao" (heretics), phai diét
trie. Do do, cling chinh trong khoang thoi gian nay, Tay phwong phai chiu dung, nhw ching ta
da biét, 8 cudc Thanh Chién (Crusades) va hang tram ngan cac vu xt an di glao (Inquisitions),
voi két qua 1a nhiéu triéu ngwoi gom gia, tré, Ion, bé, trai, gai da bo mang vi, hodc bj tan sat,
c6 khi tap thé; hoac bj tra tAn béi nhitng dung cu tra tan kinh khing nhéat trong lich st nhan
loai; hodc bi treo ¢, hodc bij thiéu séng v...v..., tat ca chi vi ho khdng chip nhan hay c6 nhirng
tw twdng ngwoc voi Thanh Kinh. Cuéc cach mang khoa hgc da gay nén hai anh huwéng to Ion
trong gidi khoa hoc va ngoai xa hoi dan gian. Trong gi¢i khoa hoc, d6 1a kh&i diém cta cta cac
tién bd khoa hoc vé sau. Trong xa hoi dai chiing, d6 1a khai diém cia sy dap dé nén doc tai
ton gido va nhitng giao didu 16i thei, vi nhitng kham phéa khoa hoc méi da c6 tac dung m&
mang dan tri, dién hinh 1a cudc cach mang nam 1789 tai Phap ma két qua la twéc bo quyén
hanh cda gi¢i 1anh dao tén gido trong quan chang. Muébn hiéu rd nhirng diéu nay, cé 1& ching
ta nén duyét so sy dién tién cta cudc cach mang khoa hoc, mot cudc cach mang vo tién
khoang hau trong lich st Tay phwong dwoc viét trong cac sach gido khoa ma bét ci sinh vién
dai hoc nao hoc vé khoa hoc ciing phai biét. Trong théi Trung C6, tuy cling cé nhirng tién bod
vé khoa hoc va toan hoc, nhwng vé nhan chiing hoc va vi tru hoc, tat cd déu dwa trén Thanh
Kinh, mot cuén sach tuy viét béi nhiéu nguoi trong nhiéu thé ky sau khi Chia Gié-su bi dong
dinh trén thanh gia, dwoc coi chinh 1a 16i ciia Thuong D&, do d6 khong thé sai 1Am. Theo sw
doan quyét cla cac nha than hoc Thién Chla Gido, dwa trén Thanh Kinh, thi trai dat la trung
tam cha vi try. Mat trdi va cac hanh tinh khac déu do cac thién than quay xung quanh trai dat.
Trén trai dat Ia mot vom trdi ciing bang déng thau dé gitr nwéc & phia trén va cé nhitng canh
cra m& dé nuwoc roi xudng thanh mua theo hirng ctia Thuwong Dé&. Nhitng sao trén troi la
nhitng ngon dén ma téi t6i Thwong D& mang ra treo. Vi la nhimng 16 cta Thuwong Dé trong

Thanh Kinh nén s giai thich trén khong thé sai 1am. Bat cir quan niém nao khong phu hop Vo
quan niém trén déu bi coi la "ta thuyét" va, theo Thanh Philastre, dwong nhién "sai lam ddi voi
tin nguwdng Gia-T6" (Any other view, St. Philastrius declared "false to the Catholic faith"
("Science and Theology" by Andrew Dickson White)). Nhwng vao dau thé ky 16, Nicolaus
Copernicus, mét nha thién van nguwdi Ba Lan, da dwa ra mdt kham pha méi: doé la, khéng phai
la mét tréi va cac hanh tinh quay xung quanh trai dat, ma chinh la trai dat va cac hanh tinh
quay xung quanh mat troi. Copernicus khong dam phd blen kham pha nay nhw la mot sy thue
khoa hoc. Nhung cudi cling 6ng ciing xuat bdn mét cudn sach la "Chuyén déng quay cta cac
thién th&" (Revolutions of the Heavenly Bodies) trong do c6 ghi nhixng kham pha cua 6ng.
Cubn séach vira duoc xuat ban thi Copernicus qua doi. Trong phan dé& Twa cla cudn sach, ban
cua Copernicus la Osiander da khéo Iéo trinh bay céng trinh khao ctru cia Copernicus nhuv la




mot gid thuyét (hypothesis) hay la mét nghich ly (paradox). Do d6 Toa Thanh cling lam ngo va
cho phép cac nha than hoc thinh thoang duoc ban t6i "gia thuyét" cta Copernicus. Sy cho'ng
dbi trong gidi khoa hoc tuy co nhung chi ngdm ngam, khong ai dam 1én tiéng coi thuyét cia
Copernicus la mot chan ly, vi so bj két an 1a ta dao. Tuy nhién, c6 mét triét gia thudc loai "uy vii
bat nang khuét", d6 la Giordano Bruno, mét 6ng linh muc dong Ba Minh nguoi Y. Bruno khong
nhing dong y v&i Copernicus ma con tao bao hon, dwa ra quan niém la ngoai thé gidi chang
ta dang song c6 thé con c6 nhiéu thé gioi twong tw khac nira. Diéu nay trai voi i cua Thuong
Dé trong Thanh Kinh: "Trai dat |a trung tam cda thé gi¢i duy nhat ma ching ta dang séng." "Do
do, Bruno bi bat giam trong 6 ndm. Sau cung, vi khéng chiu thay déi quan niém dé duoc ty do,
ong bi dua ra tda an xr di gido, két an l1a co toi, tuyét thong va bi tuyén an thiéu sdng. Ong bi
cac Linh muc, nhitng ngudi dwoc day phai yéu ké thu, dan ti nha ti ra noi hanh hinh. Ong bj
cot vao mdt coc xung quanh cé chét cii. Ri cac Linh muc, tin d& ciia Chla Ki-Td, cham Ira va
thiéu séng vi Thanh tlr dao vi dai nhéat, hoan hao nhéat tir xwa tdi nay." (He believed in a
plurality of worlds, in the rotation of this, in the heliocentric theory. For these crimes, and for
these alone, he was imprisoned for six years. He was offered his liberty, if he would recant.
Bruno refused to stain his soul by denying what he believed to be true. He was tried,
condemned, excommunicated and sentenced to be burned. He was taken from his cell by the
priests, by those who loved their enemies, led to the place of execution..He was chained to a
stake and about his body the wood was piled. Then priests, followers of Christ, lighted the
fagots and flames consumed the greatest, the most perfect martyr, that ever suffered death.
("Ingersoll The Magnificient" By Joseph Lewis)). Nam 1616, kinh thién van d4u tién cta Galilei
da lam cho vom tr&i trong Thanh Kinh rét ra tieng mang. Céng cudc khao ciru cia Galileo
Galilei dya trén sy quan sat thién van qua hang loat nhirng kinh thién van ngay cang tan ky
hon, da thwc chirng quan niém cla Bruno va ddng thdi khang dinh thuyét cia Copernicus nhw
la mot chan ly khoa hoc. Chung ta da biét, ndm 1633, dwdi triéu Gido Hoang Urban VIII, tda &n
xr di gido da budc Galilei phai sta déi kham pha khoa hoc ctia 6ng cho phi hop véi Thanh
Kinh, nghia la mat tréi quay xung quanh trai dat, va biét giam 6ng tai nha cho dén khi 6ng chét
vao ndm 1642. Vi trwong hop cia Galileo d& néi 1én phan nao tinh than tén trong sw that va
b4t khuét cta cac khoa hoc gia, va vi Galileo dwgc coi nhw [a nguwdi dd mé mdt ky nguyén mai
cho nén khoa-hoc tan tién Tay phwong, nén téi nghi ké lai vai dong vé trwéng hop cla 6ng
cling khéng phai la vo ich (B. S. Rajneesh, Linh Muc va Chinh Tri Gia: Nhirng Mafia cta Linh
Hon (Priests and Politicians: Mafia of the Soul, trg. 27): "Nam 1633, khi Galileo, dwa trén nhiing
dir kién khoa hoc khéng thé pha nhan, doan quyét trong mét cudn sach khao ctru thién van
cta 6ng rang: khong phai 1a mat tréi quay xung quanh trai dat ma chinh la trai dat quay xung
quanh mat tr&i, thi 6ng bi kéo ra trwdce toa an di giao cua giao hoang Urban VIII. Khi d6 6ng da
gia, gan chét. Gido hoang phan: "Truwéc khi chét, nguoi hdy stva lai diéu trén vi nd nguoc lai
véi thanh kinh. B4t ct diéu nao ngwoc véi thanh kinh déu dwong nhién sai lam, vi thanh kinh 1a
|6i ctia Thuong Dé. Galileo 1a mdt khoa hoc gia vi dai, du da 80 tudi, sap chét, nhung van con
day du 6c khéi hai tuyét voi. Ong néi: Khong thanh van dé, t6i sé stra lai 1oi t6i viét, toi sé viét
lai trong s&ch cuda t6i dung nhw 161 Thuwong D& da viét trong thanh kinh - nghia la mat troi quay
xung quanh trai dat. Nhwng c6 mot didu t6i can trinh ngai ro: ca trai dat IAn mat trdi déu khong
doc sach cla tdi. Va sw thyce thi, trai dat sé tiép tuc quay xung quanh mat troi. Néu ngai nhat
dinh mudn biét tai sao thi t6i c6 day du bang ching. Toi da dung ca doi toi dé nghién ciu van
dé nay, va nhung ngudi co dau 6c khoa hoc déu tuyét doi dong y v&i sy kham pha cuaa téi.
Trwéc sau gi rdi ngai cling phai ddng y vi khéng ai c6 thé chdng lai sy thye lau dai." (Galileo
was a great scientist who, even at the age of eighty, when he was dying, had such a beautiful

sense of humor. He said: There is no problem. | will change it; | will write in my book exactly
what God has written in the bible - that the sun goes around the earth. But one thing | must
make clear to you: neither the sun reads my book nor the earth reads my book. As far as
reality is concerned, the earth will continue going around the sun. And why should you insist?
Because | have every proof; | have devoted my whole life to the search, and all those who have
a scientific mind are in absolute agreement with me. Sooner or later you will have to agree
because one cannot remain against truth for long.) Tuy vay Galileo van bi budc phai stra doi
su thuc khoa hoc dng da viét trong sach, bj két an la "lac dao" va bj biét giam tai nha cho dén
khi dng chét, ndm 1642. Nhung |&i tién doan cla dng da thanh sy thye, tuy hoi cham. 359 nam
sau, ngay 29 thang 10 nam 1992, gido hoang John Paul I, tuyén b6 vu an Galileo 1a mot sai
lam va phuc hdi danh dy cho Galileo, sau khi mét Gy ban gdm nhitng bd 6¢ thwong thang cia
toa thanh nghién ctru trong 13 nam vé van dé Galileo. 13 ndm dung dé& nghién ctu mot van dé

ma AAI uAi tnan tha niAdi A3 rA nhiv han nAav v MAav tr3m Nnd3m nav 12 NnAm tidin tAn khAnn hiat




Hia uuvi vui I.UGII uic UIUI ua iv i1niu vaili IIUGy (40 ¢ |||ay uaitiiriatltii ||ay, 40 1iaitti ucu wii r\IIUIIU NITL
bao nhiéu tién cta gido dan déng gop dé klem ra mot ké hé hong bién hd cho Giao hdi trong
vu an Galilei nhwng khéng thanh cdng, dé cudi cung phai thi nhan sy sai Iam cta Gido hoi.
Ngoai ra, cung th&i véi Galilei con ¢6 nha thién van va toan hoc nguwdi Blrc la Johannes Kepler.
Khéng nhitng Kepler ddng y v&i Copernicus va Galilei ma éng con dwa ra 3 dinh luat vé co hoc
céac thién thé (celestial mechanics) d& md t& mot cach vo ciing chinh xac sw chuyén déng cua
cac hanh tinh, trong d6 cé trai dat, xung quanh mat trdi. Kepler ciing bi Toa Thanh bat bé giam
cam trong nhiéu nam, nhung cac khoa hoc gia khac nhw Descartes, Fermat, Newton v...v...tiép
tuc phat minh ra nhitng kham pha méi. Rat cuc, gido hdi Gia T6 chi con biét dua ra sac lénh
lén an cac két qua khdo ctu clia Copernicus va Galilei 1a sai Idam thi du nhw: "Diém th nhét,
néi rang mat troi & trung tam va khdng quay xung quanh trai dat, 1a dién ré, vo nghia, sai 1am
theo than hoc, va la ta thuyét vi trdi nguwoc han véi Thanh Kinh; va diém th( hai, néi rang trai
dat khéng phai la trung tam ma lai quay xung quanh mét trdi, la vd nghia, sai 1am theo triét ly,
va it nhat tlr quan diém than hoc, déi nghich véi chan tin ngudng" (The first proposition, that
the sun is the centre and does not revolve about the earth, is foolish, absurd, false in theology,
and heretical, because expressely contrary to the Holy Scriptures; and the second proposition,
that the earth is not the centre but revolves about the sun, is absurd, false in philosophy, and
from a theological point of view at least, opposed to the true faith. ("The Scientific Revolution"
Edited by Vern L. Bullough.)) va cdm céac giao si va con chién doc sach cta Copernicus va
Galilei. Lénh cAm nay kéo dai subt 278 ndm cho t&i nam 1821 méi dwoc Giao Hoang Pius VI
thu héi. Nhuwng cdm thi clv cdm, gidi tri thirc cung nguwdi dan doc thi van c& doc. Dan dan
quyén hanh tén gido & Au Chau khong con dia vi doc tén va gi¥ quyén sinh sat nhw trwdc niva,
vi cudc cach mang khoa hoc va cac phat trién khoa hoc vé sau trong moi nganh, nhat la vé vi
tru hoc, nhan ching hoc va di truyén hoc, va phwong phap dinh tudi clia vat chat bang phong
xa ddng vi Carbon v...v... d& lam sup db tan goc ré thuyet sang tao trong Thanh Kinh, can ban
tin ngwéng cha Gia T giao . D6 1a anh huwéng truc tiép to Ién cta cudc cach mang khoa hoc
trén xa hoi Tay phuong. Ngay nay, nhiing nguwoi con tin & thuyét sang tao déu thudc loai "tin 1a
mot cach song, chét; khéng can biét, khdng can hleu hoac thuéc loai, theo Linh muc Thién
Cam: "chi cAn mot ba &0 Cong gido nha qué, tin rang Thién Chia la Déng toan nang, chinh
Nguoi da tao dwng nén thé gidi muén loai ...cling cé dw kha nang dé tra Ioi nhivng thac méc
cta nha hoc gia ...". Va c6 I&, nén van minh Ki T6 la nén van minh phat xuét tiv nhiing dau oc
nhw trén. Qua nhung tai liéu dan ching & trén chung ta thay rang khdng c6 mdt nén van minh
nao xing dang voi danh tir van minh ma co thé goi 1a nén van minh KiTé. Sw nhap nhing vo
nén van minh Tay phwong vao lam nén van minh KiTd la sach lvgc quen thugc cua GiaTo giao
dé khuyén du nhung nguo’l kém hiéu biét trong nhirng quéc gia ngheo khd, nhitng nguoi
khéng hé biét gl veé lich st cling nhw ban chét cia GiaToé LaMa gido. P& c6 mdt nhan dinh
chinh xac hon vé méi twong quan gita nén van ‘minh Au My va KiTé giao, ching ta hay doc
doan sau day cGa John E. Remsburg trong cuén "Nhiing 1&i tw nhan sai sw thuc" ("False
Claims", trg. 16-17 ): "KiTd gi4o c6 lién quan gi t&i nén van minh cGa dan téc nay? Chac chan
la khéng; va néu khéng c6 dam may thién kién trwédc mat ho, nhirng tin @ KiT6 sé thay rd rang
KiT6 giao khéng tao nén nén van minh cta ching ta. Ho sé thay rang thay vi gido hoi van minh
hoa thé gidi, chinh cai thé gi&i duy ly trong nhiéu thé ky da t& tir vdn minh héa gido héi. Chinh
ngay cai ban chét cia KiT6 gido da loai bd cai kha nang tién bo nhw 1a mdt nguyén ly tw hivu
cla tdn gido nay; va bat cl c6 sy tién bd nao, & trong hay & ngoai gido hoi, déu do nhirng
nguy&n nhan ma gido hoi khong kiém soat duoc. Giao hoi tw cho 1a ndm gitr chan ly, chan ly
toan dién, chi 1a chan ly. Moi dé nghi thay ddi, moi kham pha mai, dm v&i gido hoi la sai sy
thue, va, do do, giao hdi chdéng dbi. Gia thir gido hdi thanh mot dé quéc trén toan thé gidi, moi
tién bo sé& phai ngung ngay lap tirc. Nhirng Huxley va Haeckels cua ching ta sé bj diét trir
thang canh, ngon dubc Ly Tri sé bi tdt ngdm, va cai long tin mu quang sé la sy chi dao duy
nhat clGa ching ta. Giao hoi da cho ta nhirng bang ching quyét dinh vé sy thuc nay. Trong
nhiéu thé ky, quyén lyc cta gido hoi & Au Chau la cao nhat, nhung ngay ca nhitng van siKiTo
cing phai goi nhitng thé ky do la thoi dai den tdi. Chi khi chi thuyét duy ly khai sinh, khi khoa
hoc bét dau phat trién, va KiTd gido bat dau suy thoai, nén van minh hién dai méi 16 dang.
Lecky néi rang: "Trong hon 3 thé ky, sw suy thoai cia nhirng anh hué’ng than hoc la mét trong
nhitng dau hiéu khong thé chéi cai dé do su tién bo clia chiing ta." Carlyle néi rang: "Kién thirc
cang tang, long tin cang giam." Strauss noi rang: "Th&i Trung Cb tin ngudng ton giao thity 1&
thuan véi sy ngu tdi va man ro. Tén giao va van minh khong & cling vi thé ma trai ngwoc doi
véi nhau, cho nén véi sy van minh tién b, Ki Té gido phai lui." ( Now did Christianity have
aught to do with the civilization of this people ? Certainly not; and were it not for the cloud of




prejudice before his eyes, the Christians would clearly see that it did not produce our
civilization. He wvould see that instead of the church having civilized the world, the Rationalistic
world has for centuries been slowly civilizing the church. The very nature of Christianity-- mean
orthodox Christianity - precludes the possibility of progression as an inherent principle of itself;
and whatever progress has been made, either in the church or outside of it, must be attributed
to causes over which she has had no control. The church claims to have the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth. Every proposed change, every new discovery, is to her a
perversion of truth, and, hence, she opposes it. Were the church to sweep to universal empire,
all progress would at once cease. Our Huxleys and Haeckels would be summarily disposed of,
the torch of Reason would be extinguished, and the ignis-fatuus of Faith would become our
only guide. Of the truth of this she has herself given conclusive evidence. For centuries her
power in Europe was supreme, and even Christian writers denommate these centuries the Dark
Ages. Not until Rationalism was born, not until science commenced her career, and Christianity
began to decay, did our modern civilization dawn. "For more than three centuries, " says Lecky,
"the decadence of theological influence has been one of the most invariable signs and
measures of our progress." Says Carlyle, "Just in the ratio that knowledge increases, faith
diminishes." "The Middle Ages were more religious than ours," says Strauss, "in proportion to
their ignorance and barbarism. Religion and civilization accordingly occupy, not an equal, but
an inverted position regarding each other, so that with the progress of civilization, religion
retreats.") D& roi thém mét tia sdng vao cai goi la van minh KiT6, ching ta hay doc tiép doan
sau day cua Lond M. Graham (lbid., trg. 448-449) vé tri tué cta cac Thanh Kitd trong viéc "mé
mang dau 6c" va "van minh héa" con ngudi: "Bat clr nguwdi nao bj théng tri béi tw tudng ton
gido déu bi d&t dwsi anh hudng cta cai nang lwc ly luan sai ldm. D6 chinh [a nhitng nha lap
gido KiTo lam Ian. Ngay nay ching ta vinh danh nhitng ké khéng xing dang vé long diing cadm
cua ho ma khéng y thirc dwoc cdi tdéi &c ma ho da pham phai -- sy phéa hay hoan toan khoa
hoc va triét ly cd xwa. Diéu nay dwa dén 1500 nam den téi, trong thdi gian nay dan KiTé khéng
biét ngay ca qua dat tron. Trong thoi dai den tdi, sy ti tdm c6 tinh cach toan dién - mdt anh
hwéng kho hiéu cta céi goi la "anh sang cta thé gi¢i." (GiaT6 gido van tw cho 1a &nh sang cua
thé gi&i; TCN) Bay gi¢» chiing ta hdy so sanh nhirng khoa hoc gia Hi Lap (Tac gid mudn néi dén
Pythagoras (thuyét trai d4t tron va quay xung quanh mét troi, thé ky - 6 (6 thé ky truwéc thoi dai
nay)), Aristarchus (thuy&t mat trdi 1a trung tam vi try, thé ky -3, ma 19 thé ky sau Copernicus
kham pha ra), Eratosthenes (do chu vi trai dat, thé ky -3), Hipparchus (kinh tuyén va vi tuyén,
thé ky -2), Democritus va Leucippus (thuyét nguyén t&r cGa vat chat, thé ky 5) véi cac Thanh
KiT6. Dbi véi vai khoa hoc gia con séng sét ngudi ta ndi nhw sau: "cai tén dién nay mudn dao
nguoc ca hé thdng thién van, nhung Thanh kinh thiéng liéng day chdng ta réng Joshua ra 1énh
cho mét troi ding yén lai chir khéng phai la trai dat." - va 1300 ndm sau mot gido hoang ciing
ra sac lénh véi ciing y nhw vay. Mot luan ci ndi tiéng khac la "trong ngay phan xet nhirng
ngwoi & phia bén kia cua trai dat khong thé thay duoc Chua twr trén khong xuodng.’ ' Vé sy
chuyén déng cua trai dat, Thanh Augustine (cha dé clGa nén than hoc GiaTé va duwoc GiaTd
gido tdn sung coi nhw & c6 tri tué siéu viét) n6i nhw sau: "Khéng thé nao cé chuyén c6 ngudi &
phia bén kia cla trai dat, vi Thanh kinh khéng ghi lai bat cir mot gibng ngudi nao nhw vay
trong cac hau dué cia Adam" (Nhw vay la Thanh kinh khong biét téi dan Viét Nam va I8 di
nhién khéng lam gi c6 chuyén ctu réi dan Viét Nam. TCN) Va linh muc Incholer néi nhw sau:

"Quan miém vé sy chuyén dong cla trai dat la quan niém toi té nhat, nguy hai nhat, xtic pham
nhéat trong nhrng quan niém dj giao; s b4t dong cua trai dat la diéu thiéng liéng gap ba Ian
Va Lactantius két luan: "Khoéng thé cé chuyén con ngudi tin mot cach vo Iy dén do cho rang
mua mang va cay cd & phia bén kia cla trai dat lai moc chéng dau xubng va con ngudi lai cé
chan cao hon dau." Lam sao chang ta c6 thé ap dung nhiing 16i trén vao con nguoi da thdt ra
nhirng 16 d6. Ngay nay, chiing ta biét ho sai [am vé khoa hoc, nhung ching ta van khéng biét
ho sai Iam vé than hoc." (Anyone dominated by religious thought is under the influence of a
reason-perverting power. Such were Christianity's Confounding Fathers. Today we honor these
misbegotten for their courage without realizing the crime they committed--the complete
destruction of ancient science and philosophy. This resulted in fifteen hundred years of
darkness, in which the Christian people did not even know the earth is round. In the Dark Ages
the 'blackout" was complete--a curious effect for "the light of the world." Now let us compare
Greek scientists with Christian saints. Against some scientists still surviving one had this to say:
" this fool wishes to reverse the entire system of astronomy; but sacred scripture tells us that
Joshua commanded the sun to stand still and not the earth"--and some thirteen hundred years
later a none isstied a hiill to the same effect. Another famoiis araiiment was that "in the dav of
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judgment men on the other side of a globe could not see the Lord descending through the air.”
Concerning the earth's mo




